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Causes Of Cancer 
Remain Unknown 



(Photo* by Bob Knud»sr) 

Surgeon, General C. Everett . Koop, at the news conference: releasing Iris new 
report on smoking; said teenage smoking among both, boys ami girls has been 
steadily decreasing , H e called this \ a * 'most encouraging trend. ’" K'bop is the.sixth 
Surgeon G eaerai to release a report on smoking and health. 

Lung Cancer/Smoking Link 
Evidence Called Deficient 


"The: cause or causes of cancer are 
still unknown.”The Tobacco Institute 
said, in an exeeut i ve summary of its 
new report, "Cigarette 1 Smoking and 
Cancer: A Scientific Perspective." 

The T1 report >-a heavily docu¬ 
mented Ire view of research literature - 
was issued four days prior to the recent 
Surgeon General Is report 'on smoking'. 
The Til document is, the trade associa¬ 
tion said in a memorandum! to news 
correspondents, "a contribution to pub¬ 
lic dialogue on the significant question 
of whether cigarette smoking is :a cause 
of cancer:" 

The iack of know ledge about canoen 
TI said in the summary, "is reflected iin 
the 1 substantial isums of money spent on 
basic cancer research, in ithe continuing 
debate on the causes .of cancer, and in 
the: frequent: often contradictory; re¬ 
ports about the possible causal rolis of i 
many things encountered!in everyday 
life:. 

"Scientific findings in this: area are 
ftcqi tei ;tfy ■ inconsrsteni. I Ku.i are often • 
incomplete: or inadequate: and subject: 
to different: interpretations. depending; 
on'the attention given to such factors as • 
environmental and occupational expo¬ 
sures, lifestyle, heredity i and diet,” ac¬ 
cording to: Tl's executive summary 
"Cancer is: one of the most serious 
problems: in biology ,” the new 111 re¬ 
port said.I 


Recentireportsissued by the Surgeon 
General and The Tobacco: Institute: 
agree on two things: There, is no con¬ 
clusive evidence and more research is: 
needidJ 

A.chapter in TI is report, "Cigarette 
Smoking ;and Cancer: A 1 Scientific Per¬ 
spective." stressed that the scientific 
bases: for claims of increased cancer 
risk for non smokers "are highly suspect 
and not iproven:"' 

Tl's report: pointed out that these 
claims; have received considerable 
publicity. 

Because of this, ,TI said, insufficient 
attention has: been given "to the scien¬ 
tists whb caution that emotion and fear 
must notibe allowed to obscure scien¬ 
tific facts as they currently, exist." 

A'n executive summary of Tits re¬ 
port cites a recent study by an Ameri¬ 
can Cancer Society, statistician, which 
concluded that other people's .tobacco 


"Even after many years of investiga¬ 
tion! and millibns of research i dollars, 
scientists, still are unable to describe 
the mechanisms by whichmormal'Cells: 
are transformed info malignant] or cam 
cerous celts ” the TI report said. It 
stressed that: it is: still undetermined 
whether tobacco smoke plays ;any role 
in cancer causation. 

Animal Experiments 

Tl's report notes the repealed failure 
of animal ismoke inhalation experiments 
to produce the :t> pe of lung eancerimost 
frequently associated statistically, with 
cigarette smoking. The report quotes ;a 
physician at Yale University:: "No 
well-designed and well+conducted ex¬ 
periments . have shown that cigarette 
smoke causes;//mg canceri in animals:." 

Tlis Chairman Horace R. Komegay 
is,quoted'.in iis news release explaining 
that. "While many people believe that a: 
causal linkbelween smoking, and. cancer 
iv..i y -cn. scientific.research has not 
been able to establish that'link nor has 
it been able to determine how, normal, 
odIs become canoeroms: 

"An essential step in it he w<ar against 
cancer is to discover the basic mecha¬ 
nisms by which a eel lb e comes cancer¬ 
ous.” Said Komegay. "Until thatiisiac- 
compl'ished, specific causes of cancer 
cannot be scientifically established.’' 


“Local llssue” 

The Surgeon General's report said 
that, "the nature of this:association.is 
unresolved." it also stressed, that “ihe 
currently available evidence is not sufi 
ficient: to conclude that passive ori in¬ 
voluntary: smokling causes: lung: cancer 
m non smokers." But the report does: 
urge nonsmokers to avoid exposure to: 
other people’s tobacco ismoke to the ex^ 
tent possible.. 

At: a news: conference, Edward N. 
Brandt Jr., MjD,, assistant secretary; 
for health, said his advice toinonsmok¬ 
ers is to avoid smokle-filled rooms. He 
said the evidence in this controversy; 
"is not conclusive by any ; stretch of the 
imagination." 

Surgeon General C. Everett Koop 
also called Ifor more research ion this: is¬ 
sue. He said that restricting smoking iin 
pub file places is a “Ibcal issue,” not to 
be dec ided by the Federal Government. 


Whilifc the new, 302-page Surgeon 
General’s report on smoking claims that 
cigarettes are thie major cause of lung 
canoer, a new report issued by; TheTt> 
bacco Institute highlightswhal it calls: 
"significant deficiencies in the evidence: 
purporting to: link! cigarette smoking 
with various forms of Cancer." 

Tl’s 104-page document examines 
the findings of a large number ofi scien¬ 
tific studies dealing with cancer, par¬ 
ticularly liling canceri It was not issued 
as a response to the Surgeon General’s 
report-although likely drawn from 
some of the same research literature - 
but rathieri as a contribution to the pub¬ 
lic dialogue on the question of whether 
cigarette smoking is a cause of cancer. 
It is titled, "Cigarette Smokling and 
Cancer: A Scientific Perspective.” 

Those studies which are used to 
"prove”' that smoking causes oancer 
are most often epidemiological Istudies 
reporting; statistical associations, TI 
said. 

TEi chairman,.Horace R. Komegay;. 
in a news release about the Institute’s 
new report, said, "While statistical as¬ 
sociations may raise valid questions 
and suggest possible leads for further 
research, they do not'prove a cause- 
and-eftec [relationship 

Large Dilemma 

The statistics reported in many of 
these studies often are inconsistent, ,TI I 
said, and lend themselves to different in¬ 
terpretations. The report quotes an 
eminent statistician: “Cancer is a bio-: 


logic, not a statistical problem." 

The reporti says that those who be-t 
lieve that cigarette smoking causes lung 
cancer are faced with explaining a large 
dilemma, the inconsistency.of cigarette 
consumption patterns compared with! 
lung canceri rates around ithe world. 

A country may have one of the high¬ 
est! cigarette consumption i levels and 
yet one of the lowest lung cancer rates, 
TI said. 

Tl’s repprt points out that citizens of 
the U.. S. and Canada smoke:more ciga¬ 
rettes' per capita than citizens of any, 
other nation ;in ithe world Hbwever, the 
countries rank 8th and I 15th, respec¬ 
tively, in male lung oancer death rates. 
Much higher lung canoer death rates 
occur in England, Finland, and I the 
Netherlands,, where: fewer cigarettes 
are smoked Iper capita, TI said 

"The trends in lung cancer death i 
rates still cannot be explained satisfac¬ 
torily; by smokingipattems:,” TFs report 
says. 

It also stresses that there is serious 
ooncerni about the reliability of the 
data' from which mortality; rates are 
calculated. Mortality data;are generally 
based on ideath certificates, which often 
contain i errors: resulting from clinical 
misdiagnosis and recording mistakes: 

Risk Factors 

Tl’s report discusses aspects of 
everyday life that have been described 
as:possible risk factors for lung and 
Continued on Page d 


Nonsmoker Cancer Claim 
‘Unresolved,’ Govt. Says 

Does tobacco smoke cause lung can- smoke has. little if any effect on lilmg 
cer in the nonsmoker? cancer risk! in nonsmokers. 


Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/zhgkOOOO 




Industry Research Tops $100 Million 


Tobacco industry. funding: of ihde- 
pcnJitni scientific research intivthe per¬ 
plex i hg • questions : surroondmgcancer,, 
heart disease, emphysema, and other 
chronic diseases, has passed the SI00: 
million level and has reached nearly 
SI04 million: 

Some S76 million of the total has 
been given in grants by the Council for 
Tobacco Research, called the sponsor? 
ing: agent for the world's largest'non¬ 
governmental I research i program on 
smoking.-and health. 

(TTIR, funded bv the major U.S. 
tobacco companies, was: established in 
19:54-10 years before the Surgeon 
General's report on cigarette smoking 
and lung cancer-as the Tobacco In¬ 
dustry Research Committee. Among 
the early leaders was Dr: Clarence 
Cook Little, a worldIfamous geneticist 
who had helped establish the American' 
Cancer,Society. 

Little; in 1955. made a statement 
which still might be considered CTR’s 
rationale: 

"The -history of cancer research is a 
record of.'slots but. steady progress. 
There-is wen reason to expect 'marked 
advances in the prevention: treatment, 
and cure of c ancer. 

"This .is- also true of (he other con - 
stltutivnal 'diseases,, suc h,as. heun. ail¬ 
ments, which are our greatest present 
and future health challenges’. 

'But this will, take tunc, ,and 'weam¬ 
mo' count, cm s*ioru,.is- Seiiher the• 
generating • of unnecessary fears,. nor 
the arousing of unfounded hopes, will, 
hasten the coming- of' significant, 


The new Surgeon'General's report 
on smoking claims that cigarette smok¬ 
ing is a contributory factor in the devel¬ 
opment of cancers iof the bladder, pan¬ 
creas:, and kidney; 

Tils new report, ' Cigarette Smoking; 
and Cancer: A Scientific Perspective,” 1 
points out that research findings about 
these cancers are confusing and even 
conflicting. 

“Little is known about the cause or 
causes of pancreatic cancer/’ Tl’s re¬ 
port said. 

It stressed that “many, possible risk 
factors have been suggested, but no 
specific:environmemallfactor has been 
consistently associated with the d£vel- 
opmentiof pancreatic cancer.” One re- 
oent study, Til said, gainedimuchmedia 
publicity because it linked this cancer 
with: America's: favorite: beverage, 
coffee. 

The Til document cited a University 
of;Maryland!study, that linked pancre¬ 
atic cancer with at'least a dozen fac¬ 
tors, including chronic alioholism, gall¬ 
bladder removal, and I dietary, factors; 
but which found no statistically,signifT 
cantirelationship w ith smoking. 


dixumeries; 

Traitress in the battle against these- 
great health' problems has depended' 
and 'will depend on sol idly planned.and- 
welhexet nted sc ten Ttfic re sea rch/' 

CTR does not have its ownresearch 
facilities: its grants^ .approved by an in¬ 
dependent board of 10 eminent scien¬ 
tists: and physicians:, go'directly to in¬ 
stitutions andl laboratories: It has 
funded more: thiani 420: scientists: at 
more than 260 medical schools, hos¬ 
pitals, andl research facilities., These 
scientists have complete freedom to 
publish their findings and have con¬ 
tributed I more: than 1,925 papers and 
reports; to medical and scientific 
publications. 

Unique Funding 

The tobacco industry also provided la 
10-year, $15 million grant to an affiliate 
of the American Medical Association 
to study smoking and health issues. Be¬ 
tween 1964 and 1975:, 844 researchers 
in 98: institutions produced 795 publi¬ 
cations and reports on tobacco'and 
health. 

The cigarette companies; have also 
contributed to major research programs 
at three universities: 

• The industry has committed $5:4 
million to a concentrated research 
effort at' Washington University, St 
Louis, where a team of scientists is, 
at ating to' answer basic questions, 
aboutcanoer. 

Said the St. Louis,Globe-Democrat; 
in a 1980 feature story; about this pro¬ 
gram; “For nine: years, a prestigious 


Urinary Tract Cancers 

Urinary tract cancers— kidney and 
bladder-have been related to numer¬ 
ous other factors besides cigarette 
smoking, T1 said.1 Its report said that 
government incidence data for these 
cancers reveal “enigmatie pattems.” 

“There are no easy answers for the 
questions regarding the causes of kid-; 
ney cancer;” TJ'said. It points out that' 
an analysis: of'worldwide data does not' 
show' a statistically significant: 
association:. 

Saccharin is among the items which 
have been linked to bladder cancer. 
Two government epidemiologists found 
bladder cancer rates significantly high¬ 
er in counties with chemical manufae- 
turingiplants. 

Til s report quotes a N ational Cancer 
Institute official: “Bladder cancerihas, 
in fact, increased. We've generally at¬ 
tributed I this to smoking, but : perhaps 
w;e were wrong.” 

Based on the: varying rates; in • men 
and women of different .races, Tils re-i 
port said, urinary, tract cancers “hardly 
can be blamed on a single agentj such i 
as cigarette smoking,”' 


group of; researchers at Washington 
University has been quietly working 
with millions of dollars from the na¬ 
tion's leading cigarette: manufacturers 
in an effort to untangle the cellulari 
snarl of cancer." 

“The: tobacco industry money is 
unique :because it comes with no strings 
attached,” Dr. Paul i E. Lacy,, who 
heads, the research effortj, told the 
newspaper. 

“It’s; almost unbelievable" Lacy 
said. "Tlhey, didn’t tell us what to do. 
They ; didih't try, to guide the research. 
They have never onoe asked, ‘Hey, do i 
you have a cure for cancer yet?'" 

In the last'two years, 25 published! 
research papers have credited tobacco 
industry sponsorship of this program, 
which is also funded by Federal Gov¬ 
ernment andl the American Canceri 
Society. 

♦ The industry contributed $4.7, 
million to a'research program, begun in 
1972 at Harvard Medical I School, to 
analyze pulmonary and cardiovascular 


A new Tabacoo Institute report/ 
"Cigarette Smoking and Cancer: A Sci-i 
entific Perspective," disputes the claim 
in the recent Surgeon General's report 
on smoking that tobacco: is, a mqjor 
cause of cancers of the l&mynx, oral 
cavity, and esophagus:. 

“While smoking and esophageal can¬ 
cers have been statistically related in 
some studies/’ Tlli report said, "the 
link has not been reported worldwide." 

7i points out that "esophageal Ican- 
oer studies sometimes have reported 
statistical! associations with several 
factors, including alcohol, diet] and 
smoking." 

The Tl report cites a recent Wash-, 
ingtpn, D. G., study of blaok men, 
whose esophageai : cancer rates are 
among the highest in the U, ,S. The re¬ 
searchers found I “no significant risk 
associated with cigarette smoking/’ 

‘The evidence of a statistical asso¬ 
ciation is inconsistent on both a world¬ 
wide basis and I in Western countries," 
TI's report said. It quotes airecogmzed 
medical text; ‘The cause or causes of 
cancer of the esophagus are unknown." 

Laryngeal Cancer 

Lary ngeal cancer is a relatively rare 
disease, TI’s report points out. lts rates 
have been essentially the same year 
after year even though tobacco con¬ 
sumption has increased dramatically. 

An English specialist in diseases of 
the larynx who reoeived several major 
epidemiological I studies considered 
them inadequate to establish a causal 
relationship between i cigarette smok¬ 
ing and this cancer, the Tl report said. 

He said he found "no irrefutable evin 
denoe" that smoking causes laryngeal 
cancer, according to ithe report. 

*‘T;he data do not warrant a conclu¬ 
sion that smoking causes liryngeal ban- 


diseases. The program also evaluated I 
environmental factors that may be im¬ 
portant in the development of these 
diseases, 

• lh 1 1.974, the tobacco industry be¬ 
gan what has: become a $2,75 million 
research commitment at the UCLA 
School of Medicine: for re search i into 
lung; defense mechanisms, andl the 
early detection and treatment of can¬ 
cer. That medical school is noted for 
its strong research programs on tumors,, 
the blood, and the body’s defense 
meohanisms. 

Over: and above this $104 million, 
research, program, some of the major 
cigarette: manufacturers contribute on i 
their own for biomedical research at 
medical land scientific institutions from 
coast to coast. 

A Tobacco Institute news,release on 
industry research says, "The tobacco 
industry stands ready today to make 
new commitments for additional valid 
scientific research that may shed light 
on the question of smoking and health/’ 


cer,” TI’s report said. “Not :only ; have 
the population studies provided insuffi¬ 
cient information, but disease and 
smoking trends are inconsistent with 
the causal hypothesis," Til said. 

Oral Cancer 

"Claims that smoking causes oral 
and pharyngeal cancers are not sup¬ 
ported by; disease rate and cigarette 
consumption patterns,” TI’s, report 
said. In fact, TI's: report said, these 
claims “are without convincing scien¬ 
tific foundation/' 

"Contributing, to the dilemma of 
oral and pharyngeal cancers are occu¬ 
pational risk factors, possible: involve¬ 
ment' of viruses, unusual patterns in, 
mortality rates worldwide and nega¬ 
tive animal work:-that is, failed at¬ 
tempts toiindilice cancers w ith cigarette 
smoke,"Tl said. 

S.G.: Youth 
Smoking Down 

Surgeon General C. Everett j 
Koop, at the news conference re¬ 
leasing his new report on cigarette 
smoking and cancer, called encour¬ 
aging reports that tobacco smok¬ 
ing continues to decline among 
young people. 

Koop cited a i recently released 
study by the University ofiMichi¬ 
gan, done for the National Insti¬ 
tute on Drug Abuse, showing that 
daily smoking among high school 
seniors has dropped Ifrom 29 per¬ 
cent in 1977 to 20 percent this 
year. 

The study found daily cigarette 
use dropping among both male 
and female students, Koop said. 


Risk Factors Numerous 
For Three Cancers 


Causal Cancer Claims Disputed 


2 The Tobacco Observer 


Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/zhgk0000 
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A Different Perspective 

The recent Surgeon General's report on smoking and'cancer received page one 
coverage inicertain parts ol the nation: New York City and Washington,' D.C., 
fori instance. Other editors:seemed to agree with The Tbbacco lhstitu.te, which 
said, ini a news release, the "Cone Utsions in it are not essentially new.” 

These editors, in Indianapolis. Seattle, Atlanta, and: el sew here: gave: the story 
much less prominence 

Our mission in this: special edition ,ot I,he Tobacco Observer is not to revive 
the story all over again. Rather, it is to give prominence to a .report, issued four 
days .prion to the Surgeon General's, by T he Tobacco Institute.: It presents: a idif* 
ferent perspective: it is not an effort to rebut the Surgeon General but rather to 
add to the public dialogue on important scientific questions. 

TI's: report, in the wordi of its ohairman, Horace R. Komegay. is a "cogent re¬ 
view" that “pinpoints the serious gaps in our knowledge of cancer oausation and 
demonstrates the critical need fbnfurther scientific research;" 

It points out that the claim that cigarette smoking causes .cancer has not been 
scientifically proven. The causes ot’cancenare unknown. Many factors appear to 
be involved, TI said. More high quality scientific research ismeeessary to advance 
our know ledge. 

Indeed, the Tl rev tew points :out other cancer riskfaetors, including diet, physi¬ 
cal land mental stresses, and environmental land occupational'exposures. Perhaps 
it is time fori a Surgeon General's report on one or more of these. We all might 
learn something, 


Cancen Incidence Rates per 100,000 ID! S. Population i 



C — *h.:e nnaie- A — r>3n«,h.-,e=ma»e. C ~ vyhi.te : lemale <>: — nonwhite female 

This,chart from The Tobacco Institute's new review, "Cigarette Smoking and 
Cancer: A Scientific Perspective, ’ doesn’t appear in the new government report 
on smoking. It showsthe changing rates of three kinds of cameras measured by 
the. gov eminent, it self, first for 1947-49 and agam for 1969-71. The government 
(inks all 'three of these canters with cigarettesmoking. .If smoking is blamed for. 
all three, asks The Institute, why aren't ail'the. tines going in the same direction? 



Walker Mecryman, Tobacco Institute vice president and director of communica¬ 
tions, H’OJ a busy man the day of the Surgeon General's, report, Feb. 22, as 
numerous TV stations requested interviews. This session;, in TI's boardroom, .is 
with a Washington, D. C., TV station, 


News Conference 

Surgeon General Denies 
Tobacco Polonium Charge 


WASHINGTON, DC- Surgeon 
General G. Everett Koop, at a news 
conference releasing his new report on 
cigarette smoking, answered several 
questions: from the medila on other as¬ 
pects of the tobacco controversy. 

-Koop said there is "insufficient 
evidence" to believe that polonium— 
210, a radioactive: element that has 
been reported to be in tobacco smoke, 
can cause lung cancer. 

Koop pointed out that this element, 
discovered in 1898, occurs in the air 
and in the soil worldwide. Press re¬ 
ports earlier this year cited studies 
claiming to link this radioactive mate¬ 
rial Iwilh lung cancer. 

—The Surgeon General said his 
department will not criticize the Fed¬ 
eral Government’s tobacco price sup¬ 
port program. That iprogram is an agri-i 
cultural and economic issue, Koop 
said. He said his office deals: with pub¬ 
lic health issues. 

But Koop also stated that without 
the controversial loan program, to¬ 
bacco prices might drop and Ithe cost of 


cigarettes could fallJ He said the pro¬ 
gram doesn’t have anything to do with 
young people beginning to smoke. 

-Koop said Italkls betweenihis office 
and The Tobacco Institute "arc coming 
along satisfactorily" on the Surgeon 
General's request for information i on 
ingredients added to cigarettes. Koop 
said he would not discuss this further, 
because of the ongoing negotiations. 

—The Surgeon General (stressedithat 
the mission iof his office on ismoking is. 
one of "education,” and said his. re¬ 
cently released report plays a ilarge pan 
in fulfilling that obligati on. 

• 

The highly advertised, expensive 
commercial I quit-smoking courses did 
not fare well in the;recent Surgeon Gen¬ 
eral’s report on smoking.: The report 
said] “Ninety-fiveipercent of those who i 
have quit'smoking have done so with * 
out: the aid of an organized smoking 
cessation program.’’ 


Lung Cancer 

Continued from Page 1 ' 

other cancers, among them the env iron¬ 
ment i occupational exposures,, psycho¬ 
logical characteristics, physical and I 
mental stresses, genetics, and diet. 

Occupational exposure has been re¬ 
lated statistically; with i increased lung 1 
cancer risk, Til’s report!said It points; 
outthlat National Canoer Institute re¬ 
searchers have found excessive lung 
cancer mortality.rates in U..S. counties: 
where'paper, chemical, petroleum, and 
transportation industries are located. 
The:report quotes an expert onien- 


vironmenial contaminants, who wrote: 
“A real question exists; if cigarette 
smoking is not diverting attention from 
the effects of occupational exposure :on 
industrial workers.” 

TI’s: report challenges the claim that 
rising lung'cancer death rates reported 
for women are due to 'increased smok¬ 
ing. It quotes a Canadian researcher, 
who, wrote, “Much more significant 
thani changes: in; women’s; smoking 
habits: have been the changes in their 
employment."' 

TI’s report points: out that women 
who develop lung cancer now tend to 
be women who work, "supporting the 


belief of the longtime director of the 
National Cancer Institute’s environ¬ 
mental Icancer program that not enough 
attention has been paid to their on-the- 
jpb exposures 

Complex Disease 

TI’s executive summary of its report 
poses several' questions about the 
claim that "smoking causes cancer.” It 
askls:: 

• "Why Have animal l experiments, 
designed! to mimic human smoking, 
failed repeatedly to produce the type of 
lung canoer fori which smoking is most 
often blamed? • "Why do nonsmokers 


develop this disease? • "Why do the 
vast majority of heavy smokers not de¬ 
velop lung cancer?” 

TI’s report concludes: ’The claim 
that cigarette smoking causes lung can¬ 
cer has not been proven scientifically. 
The charge ignores basic unresolved 
scientific questions concerning animal 
experiments, smoking patterns and 
lung pancenrates, diagnostic variations:, 
and many confounding factors. 

"Iiung cancer is an extremely com¬ 
plex disease. A one-sided attack on 
cigarette smoking as the causal agent 
does nothing to :advance the search for 
its cause-and its cure,” Tl IsaidJ 
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By James ,J. Kilpatrick 

Lasti week brought two: reports on 
cigarettes and cancen one from the 
Suirgeon General, the other from The 
Tobacco• Institute. The two were as 
predictable as: the phases;of the moom 
The public-health people are convinced. 
that cigarettes cause cancen The to- 
bacco people are consinced that the: 
charge has: yet to be pros en. 

A personal note: 1 have been a smok¬ 
er off :and on for:the past i45 y ears. Five 
years ago I quit. IIthoughl.1 had quit.fori 
good. Then one Friday.morning-1 was 
mugged, and m> shakihg;hands reached 
for a cigarette. It was all on earth l 
wanted. Now this lousy., satisfying 
habit has me back in i its clutches and l 


To: this ■ diy. ,a quarter-century, after 
anti-cigarette: research began in earn¬ 
est, aiscientifically respectable animal 
study has yet to demonstrate even the 
minimal I "proof” adduced: as: to'Sac¬ 
charin. formaldehyde, and. cyelamates; 
The evidence, oficausality is still statis-, 
tied evidence. 

Statistics are facts 1 , but when that, 
has been said a vast deal, remains: to :be 
said. For facts come in alii colors, sizes, 
shapes, and weights:- It is a fact; let us 
agree;, t hat: ” \ " n uimb.e r i of persons die 
of cancer. Very well. Flow, factual is 
that Tact? The tobacco people point out 
correcth that such facts are;derived 
historically from death certificates* and 
death certificates: are historically, 
inaccurate. 


denoe of cancer among heavy smokers 
may be explained not by the chemistry 
of nicotine but by the personality of the 
indilvidual. Maybe heavy smokers are: 
more susceptible to stress, and maybe 
the stress triggers: cancer. 

I! don't mean to:challenge the per¬ 
suasive nature: of the statistical evi¬ 
dence. It is almost as persuasi ve as the 
trout in Thoreau’s: dish of milk But to 



as^rt, as the :Surgeon Generalasserts- 
that tobaccoiis:a “major cause” of 
cancen is: to pul more:weight on:statist 
tical scaffolds: than the structures were 
meant to bean 

\ James , 7. KUpulnt A is a i syndu tired' 
columnist in Washington, DC. This 
column is ■. reprinted ' u ith the. penuis- 
s ion oj. Cn i i ers 11 1 Fres s Sytulu me.) 


wish it didn't.. I can’t think of one good 
thingito say.aboL'it cigarettes 

With that apologia <m record, let me 
make a point and state a moral. The point 
is that the tobacco people are quite right: 
The causal relationship of cigarettes 
and cancer hasn't been proved, it still iis 
only, statistically inferred. The moral is 
that we ought always to beware of sta-* 
tistics. If I were teaching journalism, 1 H 
would require my students to take one 
year of statistics for every semester of 
news writing, and Hd turn out better 
reporters. 

Tlhe unti:-smoking people: have spent 
hundreds of thousands of dollars trying 
toipi ovc medicalll that.cig.i ri .'Mes cause 
cancer.. They once Holes in the 
throats of:86 beagl.es and setithe dogs: to 
puffing furiously for 876: days. Then, 
they killed the dogs and looked arttheir 
lilmgs.. The findings: were so. uncertaini 
thati the studi; embarrassed every one 
who had:a hand in it. In anotheriexperi- 
ment. researchers : shav ed the: ears of 
rabbits and the backs of mice, and 
painted! the shaved I skin with tobacco 
tar. It was: as if the animals had smoked 
100,0.00cigarettes a day . When the.ex¬ 
periment ended, the: researchers had 
dead rabbits with dirty ,ears. 


Much of: the evidence cited in last 
week’s report from the: Surgeon Gen¬ 
eral is cast'in terms of mortality data. 
Cancer victims are posthumously clas¬ 
sified, An "x” percentage were smok¬ 
ers; a much lower ”y •’ percentage were 
nonsmokers Very well.. Those are 
facts., Bat how.factual are these facts?' 
What about ithe prototypic dead Ismok- 
er? When did I he start smoking? What: 
brands? How diiii he inhale? Where did I 
he:live at different;ages in his life?iWhat: 
were his occupations? 

Some of the statistics serve to puz¬ 
zle. not to prove. Between 1949 and 
1971. the rate of canceriof the pharynx' 

went down as: to.white.males, up,as to 
non ..Hite males. The rate:ofibladderi 
cancer went up for: men. down fon 
women- Cane ers of the esophagus went 
up fori mon-twhites, down for whites. 
Hibw come? If cigarettes were carcino¬ 
gens as surely.as cyanides,are.poison, 
ev ery person who smokes would come 
down with cancer. But this: is:not so. 
Some heavy smokers live to th'eiri 90‘s: 
and die not of cancer, but of boredom.. 
Hbw come? We dibn’t know; how come. 

Cancer may be caused by elements 
in the a>r we breathe, the food weieat. 
the clothes. we wear. The high inet- 



Wdliam D. Too hey Jr,. Tohui co Institute media relations director .handle s\one* of 
the pin me iruptiries fn mi newspaper. .radio, and television report ers,on TFscom-t 
rnenis about the Surgeon (ienerul'.s rapt>n*m-smoking.. 77 answered28such talts, 
in the hours, amni-dictte ly.U itlu.i. Ury . /he trews, amjfretrct*releasing <thegovernment • 
report:. 


What is ai "Surgeon Generul'.s 
report?" 

Sixteen years ago, a new law re¬ 
quired the Secretary,of Health, Educa¬ 
tion, and Welfare to send Congress an 
annual report (concerning current infor¬ 
mation on the health consequences of 
smoking and lanyligisl&tive recommen¬ 
dations hie might consider appropriate. 

Over: the years, the department - 
now,called Health and Human Services 
- has pretty much suited itself in carry¬ 
ing out the requirement. Some years 
there was no report. Some years there 
was, no; Surgeon,General to. preside: 
over it. Many, times (there wereuu ldrgis-r 
lutive recommendations andlin the few 
cases when there were, Congress: gen¬ 
erally ignored them;. 

Some of the reports were ballyhooed 
Joseph A. Califano Jr. set the stridency, 
record in 1979, shortly, before:he was 
dismissed I from President Carter: s cabi¬ 
net. Others scarcely,provided any news 
copy. All of them were costly lo 
produce;. 

Common lo' all the: reports. is their 
combing; ofi scientific literature for 
studies purporting to show,that tobacco > 
use: is: hazardous, and their omitting, 
references that might cast ddxubt on 
the: departmental conclusions about 
tobacco, or citing them land then criti-i 
cizingthem. 

The selieti.cn problem has been criti¬ 
cal over the years , So much iso that: a 
distinguished scientist was abli to testi¬ 
fy before a Congressional committee 


that by 1972 alone there were at least 
1.7901 relevant scientific articles not 
cited in the departmental, reports:. 

Oh its:part, however, the Congress, 
has summoned scientific witnesses,to 
hearings: from time to:tiiine in efforts to ■ 
learn the full disparity of views about 
smoking and health. 

That's why the. law. today - the one: 
which! requires the annual report as: 
well as the warning on cigarette pack¬ 
ages—declir.es a ipoliey with which no 
one should disagree; That:"the public 
may : be adequately informed Ithat ciga¬ 
rette smoking: may- be; hazardous to 
hiealth. 


The Tobtta o-Ohsen or 
presents, iniVirmaiiion and I commeni on 
public,events:of interest to the tobacco, 
industry. It recognizes: that iherc is: din 
versity.uf opinion about tobacco use and I 
that charges against!tobacco are widols 
publicized while Wsvatteniioniis given to 
differing views, w h ichi are i no I tided in 
aim columns. Iis aim ivtoiaiiil Ui.ll. free, 
and. informed! discussion- in the public 
interest, in it he conviction that the smok¬ 
ing and healin' cunlroversv.must:be:re¬ 
solved :by scientific research. 

The:Observen published siv times a 
year beginning im Februan, is,available 
free; .Write: 18751 .St.. N.W:. State800. 
Washington. D C. 2U006; 

Published I by The Tobin to Institute ■ 
Himti e.R. K'< mieyuy ; Chuinturn- 
Sunwel D. CltHhate Jr:,. President 
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Deskat the Tobacco Institute stacked with some of .the hundreds of research'papers 
and scientific publications the Tlsiaff scanned to.prepare t he ' ‘Perspective" ’ on 
smoking and cancer, published by the association in January: 


Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/zhgkOOOO 
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